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INFO OCT-OI EA-12 ISO-00 SSO-00 L-03 /024W 

1 1 1000 I6I025Z/I4 

O I60944Z MAY 78 
FM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
TO AMEMBASSY MANILA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 404 

UNCLAS HONG KONG 6190 

STATE FOR EB/OA/AVP AND EA/PRCM 


Message Text 


E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, HK 

SUBJECT: CIVAIR: NOMADS HONG KONG LANDING PERMISSION 


EMBASSY PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO JOE BENICH OF NAMADS, 
INC. (CENTURY SHERATON PARK HOTEL TEL 50-60-41, ROOM 726). 

QUOTE. SINCE TELCON THIS AETERNOON HONG KONG ACTING ECONOMIC 
SERVICES SECRETARY DAVID WONG HAS CONTACTED US TO CANCEL YOUR 
APPOINTMENT WITH HIM, WHICH WE HAD ARRANGED FOR 2:30 TOMORROW 
(WEDNESDAY). WONG SAID THAT , ON RECONSIDERATION, THE NOMADS 
ARGUMENTS PERTAINED TO REGULATIONS AND OPERATIONS, AND AS SUCH 
THEY FELL STRICTLY INTO THE PROVINCE OF THE HONG KONG CIVIL 
AVIATION DEPARTMENT (HKCAD). CONGENOFF THEN SPOKE WITH HONG KONG 
CIVIL AVIATION DIRECTOR DOWNING, WHO WOULD BE WILLING TO SEE YOU 
BUT WHO SAID THAT THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NO PROSPECT OF HIS 
EXCEPTING NOMADS FROM THE $150 MILLION INSURANCE REQUIREMENT. 
DOWNING ARGUED AS HE HAD BEFORE WHEN CONGEN HAD MADE 
REPRESENTATIONS ON NOMADS' BEHALF: HCAD CANNOT EXCEPT 
NOMADS FROM A VALID LOCAL AIRPORT SAFETY LAW.TO DO SO 
WOULD IMPLY HKCAD ITSELF ASSUMING THE LIABILITY IN EVENT 
OF AN AIRPORT ACCIDENT INVOLVING NOMADS. SECONDLY, 

HONG KONG AND UK REGULATIONS DEFINING COMMERCIAL CARRIERS 
CLEARLY PUT NOMADS IN THAT CLASS, NOT IN THE GENERAL 
AVIATION CATEGORY. HE SAID THIS DEFINITION HAS BEEN 
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RECONFIRMED BY THE UK DEPARTMENT OF TRADE, TO WHICH HKCAD 
REEERRED THE NOMADS CASE. PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER YOU 
WISH AN APPOINTMENT WITH DOWNING. UNQUOTE. 

CONGEN HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO REACH BENICH AT HOTEL. 
SHOESMITH 
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